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1. PURPOSE 
 

The purpose of this policy is to establish the guidelines for the responsibility and 
use of issued Pepper Spray. 

 
2. PERSONS AFFECTED 
 

All sworn personnel. 
 
3. POLICY 
 

It shall be the policy of the Hawai‘i Police Department that Pepper Spray shall be 
used and applied by authorized and properly trained personnel in a lawful and 
reasonable manner and in the performance of official duties. 

 
4. DEFINITIONS 
 

Pepper Spray – A department approved and issued handheld chemical agent that 
emits a chemical solution composed of capsaicinoids (a natural product of pepper) 
and a non-flammable carrier agent, which is designed to temporarily incapacitate an 
aggressive or resistant subject. 

 
5. RESPONSIBILITIES 
 

5.1. Commanding Officers – Commanders shall ensure strict adherence to this 
directive by their subordinates.  Any misapplication or misuse of Pepper 
Spray may result in disciplinary action to be initiated by the commanding 
officer or immediate supervisor. 

 
5.2. Members 

 
5.2.1. When Pepper Spray is used in the course of an arrest, the 

circumstances of the use of the spray, including the reason for the 
use and post-use treatment, shall be included in the offense or 
arrest report. 
 

5.2.2. In all other cases in which Pepper Spray is used, the officer 
utilizing the Pepper Spray shall describe the circumstances of its 
use, including the name of the person it was used on, reason for the 
use, post-use treatment and final disposition, in a memorandum 
submitted to the Police Chief. 
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5.2.3. Members shall ensure that the issued canister is not expired and the 
contents are at a sufficient level for a regular tour of duty. 

 
6. PROCEDURES 
 

6.1. Use of Pepper Spray 
 
6.1.1. Pepper Spray may be used when a subject actively resists arrest or 

control, or threatens by word or conduct that they will actively 
resist arrest or control. 
 

6.1.2. Pepper Spray is intended for use primarily in situations involving 
violent behavior incident to an arrest.  It is less likely to cause 
injury than conventional weapons, and thus is a more humane 
alternative to the use of the baton.  Pepper Spray should be used 
only after other methods of subduing violent persons have failed, 
and only as an alternative to more extreme uses of force. 

 
6.1.3. Pepper Spray is not to be used carelessly or as a means of 

punishing someone.  Pepper Spray may cause injury and should be 
used with care.  Subjects should be warned of an officer's intent to 
utilize Pepper Spray prior to the use of the spray. 

 
6.2. Deployment of Pepper Spray 

 
6.2.1. The official Pepper Spray shall be of the type and specifications 

described in Appendix A. 
 

6.2.2. The Pepper Spray canister and holster shall be worn on the belt 
directly in front of the handcuff case. 

 
6.2.3. Prior to activating Pepper Spray unit for duty, the shipping safety 

tab located on the top surface of the canister head shall be 
removed. 

 
6.2.4. When preparing to use the Pepper Spray, the head of the canister 

should be grasped with a thumb and forefinger and pulled out of 
the holster.  The safety mechanism, which prevents depression of 
the trigger, is incorporated into the holster.  Once removed from 
the holster, the unit is armed and ready to fire.  The unit should be 
grasped and fired in the same manner as a firearm. 
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6.2.5. The substance within the canister is drawn from the bottom, thus it 
should always be discharged in an upright position for proper 
functioning. 

 
6.2.6. The Pepper Spray should be fired in short bursts of about one-

second each from a distance of about five to ten feet.  Once the 
substance makes contact with the target area, firing should be 
ceased and the subject monitored for the effects. 

 
a. The spray should be directed toward the facial area (eyes, 

nose, and mouth) of the subject. 
 

b. The canister contains enough substance for about twenty 
one-second bursts. 

 
c. Maximum range of the Pepper Spray is about 15 feet under 

ideal conditions.  Environmental conditions such as wind or 
rain will lessen the range. 

 
6.2.7. The effects of Pepper Spray include: 

 
a. Swelling of mucous membranes including immediate closing 

of the eyes, coughing, gagging, and gasping for air; 
 

b. An intense burning sensation of exposed areas; 
 

c. Loss of coordination and upper body control; 
 

d. Effects should last up to forty-five minutes. 
 

6.2.8. If a subject should be mentally deranged or heavily under the 
influence of alcohol or narcotics, the Pepper Spray may not have 
any debilitating effect.  In such instances, other methods should be 
considered to complete the arrest. 
 

6.2.9. Pepper Spray may be applied to attacking or aggressive animals in 
the same manner as humans. 

 
6.2.10. When use of the Pepper Spray is completed, it should be returned 

to the holster. 
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6.2.11. Handcuffs and other types of restraints should be applied to a 
subject immediately after being exposed to Pepper Spray and prior 
to decontamination. 

 
6.3. Restrictions on Use 

 
6.3.1. Pepper Spray shall never be used closer than two feet from a 

subject, except under extenuating circumstances such as: 
 
a. A combatant charging towards the officer discharging 

Pepper Spray. 
 

b. While an officer is engaged in a physical confrontation with 
a combative subject; or, 

 
c. At the discretion of the officer to prevent injury to self or to 

others. 
 

6.3.2. Pepper Spray is not to be used in the vicinity of infants since the 
respiratory system of infants is especially sensitive to foreign 
substances. 

 
6.4. Post-Use Decontamination and Treatment 

 
6.4.1. After the Pepper Spray has been used and the subject has been 

restrained, the affected areas of the subject should be flushed with 
copious amounts of water, and then exposed to air to allow the 
substance to evaporate. 
 
a. Non oil-based soap may be used to remove Pepper Spray 

from the skin. A wet towel or ice packs may be used on 
affected areas to reduce inflammation. 
 

b. Grease or salve should never be applied as this will seal in 
the substance and cause skin irritation. 

 
c. Affected areas should not be rubbed and commercial 

eyewashes should not be used.  Subjects wearing contact 
lenses should remove them, if possible, before flushing the 
eyes with water. 
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d. Affected areas shall be kept free from coverings and open to 
the air to allow rapid evaporation. 

 
6.4.2. Subjects should be asked if they suffer from any respiratory 

diseases or problems, such as asthma, bronchitis, or emphysema.  
If a subject displays respiratory problems, medical attention should 
be sought immediately. 
 

6.4.3. Subjects should be assured that the effects of Pepper Spray are 
temporary. 

 
6.4.4. While transporting a subject to a police or medical facility, the 

subject's condition should be monitored for signs of breathing 
difficulty, nausea, or other physical discomfort.  A subject should 
never be left unattended until the effects of the Pepper Spray have 
completely diminished or the individual indicates that they have 
fully recovered from the effects of the spray. 

 
6.4.5. Under normal circumstances, all symptoms should disappear 

within thirty to forty-five minutes.  If the symptoms persist beyond 
forty-five minutes, medical attention should be sought 
immediately. 

 
6.4.6. If there is any doubt as to whether or not an individual has been 

injured by use of Pepper Spray, the affected area(s) shall be 
flushed with water and the subject shall be immediately 
transported to the nearest hospital for treatment. 

 
6.4.7. Forty-five minutes after use of Pepper Spray, subjects shall be 

inspected to determine whether or not additional decontamination 
or first aid measures are required. 

 
6.4.8. Detention facility personnel shall be informed when a subject has 

been sprayed with Pepper Spray. 
 

6.4.9. Officers at the scene of a spraying should not touch their eyes, 
nose, mouth, or other sensitive areas of the body until they are able 
to wash their hands. 
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6.4.10. Buildings, vehicles or any enclosed area which has been exposed 
to Pepper Spray should be ventilated for at least forty-five minutes 
by opening windows/doors. 


